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The Difpute about Commerce only a Shamy,to cover the Party-Defigns of the People concern'd. 

They oblige Men to oppofe them in the Oueftion of Trade, to fecure themfelves againft their true Defign. 
The Bill of Commerce like to meet with little Oppofitian, now Peoples yes are opened. 

The Profpect of the Encreafe of our Exportation: to France argued. 

The Difhonefty of offering the Year 1685 for a Standard of our Exportations, after the Duties on our Goods 


had been doubled in France. 


How fhall telling us what was fent to France under the double Duties of 1685, fhetb xs,what flall be fent 


under the fingle Duties of 1664? 
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Aving given a clear View, in our former Pa- 
pers, of what the Trade to France has been, 
and what it now is notwithftanding all the 
Burthens and Disadvantages which it labours 

under by the Prohifitions and high Duties,which, for 
want of the Treaty of Commerce being made effeQual, 
remain vet upon our Goods in France. 

It follows neceffarily, that the MERCATOR 
fhould Jay before the People,as clear a Profpe& as the 
Cafe will admit, of what this Trade will probably be, 
when this Treaty of Commerce fhall be made Effectual. 

The MERCATOR cannot be thought to antici- 
pate the Parliament in any thing,which may come be- 
fore them, by faying, that he cannot doubt, but the 
Treaty of Commerce will appear with another Face to 
them now, than it was reprefented with to the laf 
Houfe : and, that they will fee through al] the Clouds 
of Duftywhich have been raifed by a Party agrinft a 
Branch of our Trade fo advantageous to the Publick : 
And therefore the ATERC.4TOR, believing the Bill 
of Commerce will meet with bur litle Difficulry now 
the Eyes of the Nation are fo effectually opened, as 
well to the real Advantages of the Trade, as to the De- 
tigns of thofg who have fo warmly oppofed it, will fay 
little more to that part. 

It might be mand iry indeed to make fome Digreflion 
to obferve, how evidently it appears from the Conduét 
of the Oppofers of this Trade, rhat they are purfuing 
another Defign, and have other Views in al) this, than 
the Matter of Commerce with France. : 

We fee Men forward in their Oppofition of the 
Treaty of Commerce, who we know neither underftand 
the thing it felF. nor have any Concern in it, one way 
er other: Nothing has been more eafy, than in dif 
courfing with them to make them let drop the real 
Truth, and acknowledge, thar as to Trade, they know 
little or nothing about it, but they fee the new Minifiry 
efpoufe ir, and they onpofe it on that account ; fo that 
the Queflion is really no orher,rhan it was before, 
Trade js made the Fable, but Whig and Lory is the 
Moral ; New Miniffry and old Peace and War, Govern- 
ment and Party, thefe are at che bottom of the Dif- 


putes, and nothing elfe; the Confequence of which is, 
and muft be, that thofe People,who will nat be for 
giving up the Adminiflration to thé Will of a Set of 
Men, who would tear it to pieces, muft neceflarily join 
to deprive them of this Popular Handle, and fettle the 
Treaty of Commerce to put an End to the foolith Cla- 
mour raifed about it. ae 

This carries the Difpute, it is true, out of the MER- 


CATOR’s way, it having been his Refolution not to 


concern this Paper in any of the Party-Difputes which 
are carried on among us, any farther than juft to figni- 
fy, how unhappily our Trade is drag’d in by Force, as it 
were, into thofe Party-Difputes,in which it has jufly 
no Concern, nor with whic it ought not to be men- 
tidned. 

Leaving therefore this Cireumftance to be confider’d 
of by the Parliament when they meet, and whom it 
more efpecially lies before; the MERCATOR comes 
now, for the fake of the People without doors, to fhew 
them, what the Trade to France is, what it may be exe 
pected to he, and what the Advantages are,which we 
may look for from it, when fettled by Parliament: And 
by the Confequence of this, the abufed Manufacturers, 
the Merchants, and the Poor of this Kingdom, may fee, 
what the Advantages to their Trade are, which fome 
People, to carry on their private Defigns, would throw 
away and deftroy. And this, th MERCATOR 
thinks, is drawing the Queftion into a narrow compafs, 
which other People ftrive to fpin out into as great a 
Length as they can, that they may confound the Argus 
ment, they cannot overthrow. 

One Step has been taken towards this, (viz.) to fhew 
that our Exportations to France muft be greater than 
ever they were, becaufe the Duties,which by the Treaty 
of Commerce are to be raken off from our Manufaftuses 
in France, will make the Price of our Manvufa@ures 
to abate in France, and confequently the Demand to 
encreafe. 

The Oppofers have given the greateft Strength to this 
Argument,that can be imagined, by the very Method 
they have taken to oppofe it: and we naay defire alf 
Merit to take Novice of it, as follows: They have pub- 
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jifked a Scheme of our Exportations for the Year 1685-6, 
and by that Scheme, even at their own fcandalous Va- 
luations, they make our ra Mees to France to a- 
mount to above 500,000]. a Year; of which, the Goods 
of our otvn Growth and Manufaéture, including our 
Plantation Goods, which ought to be reckoned as our 
own, maké up aboye 330,000 |. and by juit and reafo- 
nable Valuation, .as has been made appear, do amount 
to above 410,c00 1], And it appears by the Cuttoim- 
Houfe Accounts, as has been alieady publifhed, that the 
Quantity of Englifh Woollen Manufactures Exported 
the very next Year, (viz.) 1686-7, amounted to above 
60,000 |. more. 

The Duties, that thefe Englifh Goods paid in France 
at that time, are next to be confidered ; and the Confi- 
deration of this part of the Argument wil] greatly Ex- 

ofe the Peoplewho talk of our Trade to France in the 
Fandalous manner they do, and will effectually prove, 
what the MERC ATOR now lays down. Take it in 
this fhort Abridgment. 

In the Year 1664 the Duties on Englifh Goods were 
fettled in France at the general Rates, according to the 
Tanff or Book of Rates fo often mentioned; which Du- 
ty amounted to about 10 per Cent. upon the Value of 
our Woollen Manufa@ures, and not above 5 per Cent. 
upon the Value of our other Goods. 

What we Exported at that time, and under thofe 
low Duties, was very confiderable, tho’ the Trade was 
then not fo Encreafed in general, as it has been fince, 
and was immediately interrupted by a War: But in the 
Year 1667, the French finding our Trade was to their 
Difadvantage, and that our Manufactures were fo Cheap, 
and came in fiuch great Quantities,that their own were 
not Valued, made a new Tariff, in which they doubled 
the Duties on moft of our Manufaétures; as may be 


feen by the following Table, (viz.) 


An Account of ‘the Difference of the Duties on Englith Ma- 
nuf atlures wi France between the Years 1664 and 1667. 











Duties 4 Duties 

Species of Goods, payable |} payable 

1664. | > 1667. 
| div. fol.| liv. fol. 
Double Bays per Piece 53 —}] 3 — 
Single Ditto 4 —| lo — 
Cottons per 100 Goa&ds} 12 —| 24 — 
Spanifh Cloths {per 30 Ells 70 —| 100 — 

ong ar 

. C ny etal per 25 Ells 4o —}{ 89 — 
‘Jannel per 25 Ells 6 —{ 12 — 
Frize per 18 Ells 3—-) 7 
Kerfies per 13 Ells 3:12) 6 — 
Dozens Single {per 10 Ells 4:10} 10 — 
Serges per 20 Ells 6 —]| 12 — 
Dittoone Mill'd = |per 15 Ells —| aa 


10 1 
And ‘the like of other Goods. 


From hence, Firft_ may be remarked the Difhonefly 
of the Publifhers of thofe Schemes, who pretend_to 
give a true Eftimate of our Commerce, after the Du- 
ties,which were laid on in 1664 were doubled upon all 
our Manutictures, and to tell the World,what our Ex- 
port fhall be, when the Duties are taken off back to 
1664, by telling them, what they were in 1685, after 
the Trade was burthen’d with the Duries of 1667, 
which raifed them, as in the Table abovementioned. 

To add force to this Argument, it may be Noted, 
That there was in France a new Addition of Duties in 





the Year 1687, over and above thof mentione! shace 
in the Year 1667, by which che Englith Manufiétores 
were again loate! above 25 per Cent. more than in 
1667, and fome doubleto wiat they were before. 

This is Nored, that the Confequence of it may be 
obferved, ( viz.) Thar immcdiately rhe Cuantitics of 
Englith Goods, efpecially Woollen Manuta&tures Ex- 


ported, funk near a Half parr. 
be obferved, 

1. That the Exportations from the Year 1667, mu? 
neceflarily fk trom what they were before thar Ad- 
dition of Duty; and confequently, a Scheme of the 
Exports in 1685, cannot’ be an honcft Guide to the Peo- 
pleto judge of what our Trade will be, when all thie 
Duties are taken off back to the Year 1604. 

2, That as our Exportations funk in 1667, and funk 
again in 1¢87, by tie laying high Additions of Duries 
upon our Goods in France, fo by the fame Rule ,thote 
Exportations muft Rife again and Encreafe,when both 
thofe Additions are taken off to what they were in the 
Year 1664, and the Year 1685 can ftill be no Rule to 
judge by. | 


In dike manner may 
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From the Cusrom-HouseE. 


Exportations to France for Tivo Days, fince the 
laff Mercator, (viz.) October 30th and 31ft, 
the 28th and 29th being Holidays. 


10 Penniftones 
7ol. Weight of Woollen Cloth 
19 Dozen Calves-Skins 
30 |. Shooes 
6 Beavers 
2C. 71]. Wrought Iron 
56 1. Wrought Brafs i 
14. 1. Haberdafhery 
2370 Glaffes 
9 Gallons of Spirits 
14 Fodder 16 C, Lead 
a tt 
394C. eras 
34 C. Ghie 
409091. Pepper 
6491. Carmenia Wooll 
25763 
19000 @ |. Virginia Tobacco 
x 
45552 
177C. Brown Sugar 
20C. Brown Sugar 
10C. Gauls 
28 Gallons Citron-water 


‘ 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 
Ju Publifh’d, 


** The Importance of the Guardian confider’d, ina 
Second Letter to the Bailiff of Stockbridge.» By a Friend 
of Mr. St—l!e. Printed for John Morphew, near Sta- 
tioner's Hall, Price od. = *, Part of rhe Seventh 
Epiftle of the Firft Book of Horace, Imitated: And 
Addrefs'd to a Noble Peer. Printed for A. Dodd. at 
the Peacock without Temple-Bar, Price 3 Pence. 
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LONDON: Printed for Benjy. Tooxeg , at the Temple-Gate . 
JouNn Bareser, on Lambeth-Hill. ( Price 3 Hal!-pence.) ’ 
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